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Dear Business Friends 
 
After the terror attacks in Paris on November 13

th
 we are still, just as 

probably all other Europeans, most upset.  
 
In the light of the recent events in Paris and the present security situa-
tion we have, after very careful consideration, decided to cancel our 
participation in FIE (Food Ingredients Europe), which is going to take 
place during the first week of December. We have been exhibiting 
continuously at FIE since 1991, so it was a most difficult decision for 
us to take. However, the safety and greatest possible protection of 
our staff is our top priority, which is why we have decided to partici-
pate neither as exhibitor, nor as visitor. It is essential for us to stress 
that the cancellation of our participation in this commercial event is by 
no means to be taken as any reserve in our solidarity with our friends 
from France. But as a responsible company we believe it is our legiti-
mate obligation to give the security of our staff and of ourselves priori-
ty over economic interest.  
 
Another major issue of this time is the one concerning all the people 
seeking refuge from terror and war here in Germany. Despite all the 
controversy this subject bears, we probably all feel sympathy and 
compassion for the fates of these people. This is why we have decid-
ed to change our tradition of giving a Christmas donation to a project 
in one of the countries of origin of our products in favour of supporting 
a project of volunteers at the Central Station in Hamburg (ñWelcome 
Soupò), who have been preparing over 100 l of hot soup per day for 
the hungry and exhausted refugees travelling through Hamburg on 
their way to other destinations for many weeks now.  
 
Even more than in previous years we wish you and also ourselves a 
peaceful Christmas time and all the best for the new year 2016.  
 
Best regards 
 
Carsten Gerrens 
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Although the current crop has 
not yet been completed, it 
already seems obvious that this 
yearôs yield will not be as good 
as last year. Fortunately, this 
has not yet had an effect on 
prices as notations seem to 
remain stable. We will of 
course keep you updated on 
the final result of the 2015 crop 
and further price development.  
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Gelidium 
 
Unfortunately the raw 
material situation for Gelidium seaweed is a very difficult 
one at the moment: There is hardly any material available 
on the market. At the same time, demand for this quality is 
very strong. As a result of scarcity and strong demand 
prices have already increased considerably and we believe 
this trend will continue in the course of the next couple of 
weeks. We therefore recommend that our customers should 
cover their demand for Agar Agar Gelidium as soon as 
possible.  
 
Gracilaria 
 
The situation on the Gracilaria side of Agar Agar is much 
better. There is sufficient raw material available on the 
market and prices remain on a stable and low level.  
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ƳŀƧƻǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ȅŜǘΦ  
 
¢ƘŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎŀƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎǳǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΣ {ǘŜŦŀƴƛŜ Ǿŀƴ tŞŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛǎǘ Iŀƴǎ
-WǸǊƎŜƴ !ǊƭƛƴƎƘŀǳǎΣ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ /ŀǊǊŀƎŜŜƴŀƴ ǘƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ 
ƻǳǊ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƴŜǿ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ /ŀǊǊŀƎŜŜƴŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǊ 
ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŜũŜŎǝǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƳƻǊŜ ŜƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ 
ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ōƻǘƘ ƻǳǊ ǎŀƭŜǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ YŀǘƘŀǊƛƴŀ !ƭōŀƴƻ ƻǊ Iŀƴǎ-WǸǊƎŜƴ !ǊƭƛƴƎƘŀǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΗ 
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IȅŘǊƻŎƻƭƭƻƛŘǎ 

 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘΥ .ƧǀǊƴ {ǘŀƳŜǊΣ tƘƻƴŜΥ Ҍпф пл то пм лоτноΣ 9ƳŀƛƭΥ ōǎǘŀƳŜǊϪǊƻŜǇŜǊΦŘŜ 

The next crop for Acacia Senegal is about to begin in 
Sudan during the next couple of weeks. An average 
to good yield is generally expected. Similar to last 
year, local exporters still have high price expectations. 
Consequently and in combination with the decline of the 
Euro, we believe prices for processed material will continue to 
increase. It is yet too early to give a forecast on the crop of Acacia 
Seyal, but there are still sufficient stocks of this quality in the exporting 
countries, so we believe prices will at least remain stable on their high 
level until the next crop.  
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As already reported in our September 
Newsletter, heavy and late rainfall has 
destroyed about 20 % of the Gum Tragacanth Flake crop. Available quantities will 
be further reduced by the fact that the local population is reluctant to collect Gum 
Tragacanth. At the same time, there is a lot of speculation in the country of origin, 
so material is currently being held back in stock to offer it at prices way out of line 
later on. Our local partners have reported us that prices are currently 20 ï 30 % 
higher than in the summer. The weakness of the Euro puts further strain on 
import prices. We strongly recommend that our customers should schedule their 
demand for the next 12 months as early as possible as we believe the material 
available from the crop will not be sufficient to cover market demand at justifiable 
prices.  
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IȅŘǊƻŎƻƭƭƻƛŘǎ 
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Guar Gum 
 

 

Although the last crop was slightly below average, there are only minor 
price fluctuations. Luckily, there have been no significant price increases, 
which is mainly due to the fact that demand from the oil industry has not 
been as strong as before lately.  

The application of Xanthan in bakery products offers several advantages:  

¶ Dough processing aid (pumping, kneading and moulding) 

¶ Increases the content of honeycomb bubbles 

¶ Improves water binding capacity 

¶ Improves homogeneity 

 
Different mesh sizes are available to find the right solution for your requirements ï please donôt hesitate 
to contact us for further information! 
 
As worldwide demand from the oil industry is significantly decreasing we donôt expect any shortages, but 
a stable supply situation.  
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IȅŘǊƻŎƻƭƭƻƛŘǎ 
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As already suspected, this yearôs crop 
has had a rather poor yield, particularly in 
Spain and Italy. Consequently prices have 
already increased. We believe 
conventional material will be available 
throughout the next couple of months, but 
unfortunately we cannot say the same 
about organic qualities. It is not certain that these qualities will be available during 
the next months. In any case there will be significant price increases.  
 
Due to the current situation we strongly advise our customers to cover their 
certain demand as soon as possible.  
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Prices for this product are very 
favourable at the moment and 
there are sufficient quantities 
available on the market. So 
this is a good time to cover 
fixed demand in advance. Our 
product manager Roy da Silva 
will be pleased to submit a 
detailed offer! 
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Unfortunately the situation for Pectin remains 
most criticial. We are dealing with very long 
lead times and high prices. Furthermore it is 
uncertain if this unfavourable situation will 
change during the next couple of months. 
One crucial fact will be availability of the raw 
material ï apple and citrus pomaces. We will 
do our utmost to guarantee steady supplies to 
our customers.  
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The 2015 crop from China, which 
generally  had a good quality, is sold out 
now. As a consequence, some inferior 
material has been offered on the market 

and there have been further price increases. The next crop in China is not due before March / 
April 2016. We therefore believe prices will continue to be firm.  
 
However we have more positive news regarding beeswax from Africa: We were able to build up 
some good stocks and are now in a position to offer material from several countries like 
Ethiopia, Cameroon and Tanzania for prompt delivery from Hamburg. Prices remain on a high 
level, but have not increased any further.  
 
Organic beeswax remains very scarce - there is hardly any material with reliable certificates 
and analysis available on the market. We therefore recommend customers should make sure to 
schedule their requirements a long time ahead! 
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Brazil is still suffering from an economic crisis with raging inflation and 
decreasing economic output. The Brazilian currency Real, too, is getting more 
and more under pressure and has now reached an all-time low compared to the 
USD. Consequently, prices for Carnauba Wax were going down. But it should be considered that 
this price decrease is not typical for current raw material prices in Brazil, as these have remained 
quite stable. So price tendency might change any time. The current crop for Carnauba Wax is 
proceeding normally, so availability of raw material should not be a problem. This is a good time to 
cover demand ï please donôt hesitate to contact us for a detailed offer.  
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