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Dear Business Friends 
 
 
C.E. Roeper just celebrated its 125th anniversary. On May 2

nd
 in 

1891, Conrad Emil Roeper founded his trading business for natural 
raw materials. Since then, business has time and again changed sig-
nificantly as some of the key products were replaced by synthetic 
products (e.g. Indigo). However, our company has succeeded in re-
inventing its business concept again and again over the decades, 
which allowed Roeper to stay successful and grow even in difficult 
times. Since the beginning and over 4 generations, Roeper has been 
an owner-operated business, which is anything but ordinary, particu-
larly in todayôs world. Members of the Gerrens family have been man-
aging Roeper over 3 generations since 1918. But we also owe a great 
deal of our success to the commitment of our employees. Therefore I 
would like to use this opportunity to thank not only our business 
friends and partners for their support and cooperation, but also all our 
employees in Germany, Poland, Moscow and China! 
 
Best regards  Carsten Gerrens 
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The market 
situation for 
Konjac has 
unfortunately 
become worse. There is only very 
little raw material left from the last 
crop, so we strongly advise 
customers to cover their demand 
without delay. We expect prices to 
increase until material from the new 
crop at the end of November to 
December 2016 will be available.  
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Gelidium 

Unfortunately we cannot report on any change in the market 
situation. Raw material is still very scarce, consequently prices 
remain on the high side and lead times are often longer than 
usual. Customers for Gelidium Agar Agar should schedule their 

demand well in advance and place orders in due timŜΦ  
 
Gracilaria 
 
The market situation for Gracilaria Agar Agar has not changed, 
either ï however in this case in a positive sense. Sufficient raw 
material is available and prices are stable.  
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Characteristics of Carrageenan 
 
Carrageenan forms the frame substance of red algae, which can be 
found at the shores of the North Atlantic and the Pacific Ocean. For 
production of Carrageenan the algaes are harvested, dried and 
extracted with slightly alkaline water.  
 
Carrageenan is used as a thickener and gelling agent in the food industry. It  serves as stabilizer for 
proteins and floating particles, is heat- and freeze-thaw stable.  
 
Carrageenan is used for a large variety of products: Ketchup, Creme soups, Cacao milkshakes, 
desserts, puddings, glazings, meat injection, sausages and fillings for bakery products.  
 
Our application technologist, Hans-Juergen Arlinghaus (harlinghaus@Roeper.de) will be pleased to 
provide further information upon request! 
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Sufficient quantities of Arabic Seyal and Arabic Senegal are 
available in the country of origin. After prices for Seyal had gone 
up to a peak last year, they have decreased down to the level of 
previous years during the last couple of weeks. Prices for Arabic 
Senegal were rather stable with a slight downward tendency. 
There will be a certain time-lag until spraydried material will be 
affected by these price tendencies.  
 
The National Bank has increased the value of the local currency 
towards the Euro and USD last month, which could, in the 
medium term, lead to a price increase of Gum Arabic.  
 
Prices for material from Nigeria remain significantly higher.  
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Most recent weather reports from the country of origin 
brought good news of substantial rainfalls in the desertic 
regions where Gum Tragacanth is collected. This gives 

reason to hope that local authorities will now issue more collection licenses for higher 
quantities.  
The tapping of the bushes will begin during the next couple of weeks, but reliable information 
on the result of the crop will only be available 1 ï 2 months later. And of course there is always 
the danger of sudden late rainfalls that could partly destroy the crop.  
Quantities available on the market are still limited as there is no carry-over-stock in the country 
of origin from last year. Prices are on a high level, which will only change if this yearôs crop will 
have a positive result. A strong Euro would also have a positive influence on prices, though.  
 
Arrival of the 2016 crop in Europe is not due before November to December.  
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The current market 
situation gives no reason 
to complain as prices are 
stable and sufficient 
material is available.  

 

8!.4(!. '5- 



 

 

 п 
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The next crop is only due for 
September this year. From 
todayôs point of view, we do 
not expect any significant 
changes in the market for 
Locust Bean Gum and its 
currently very stable prices.  
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Given that sufficient raw 
material is available at the 
moment and that prices are 
currently on a quite low level, 
the market situation for 
customers is a very good one 
actually. We will be pleased to 
submit an up-dated offer! 
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For many months, manufacturers of 
Tara Gum have been persuing  a very 
aggressive price policy. This of course 
provides an excellent opportunity to fill 
up stocks of Tara Gum. Only a few 
years ago customers would not have 
dared to dream of such low prices.  
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Guar Gum 
 
The market situation for Guar Gum is very stable 
at the moment and although demand is currently 
quite vivid, prices are stable at a moderate level.  
 
The usual speculations on the forthcoming Mon-
soon rains, which are crucial for the turnout of 
the next crop due for October / November,  are 
the only reasons that could lead to minor price 
fluctuations during the next couple of weeks.  
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The market situation for Seaweed Meal remains very tense. The crop usually 
begins in April, but this year there is a delay until June, as the seaweed is 
growing so slowly. This is mainly due to the fact that the sea is still too cold at 
the coasts of Northern America. Consequently, first deliveries of this product to 
Europe will not be effected before July. 
Furthermore, a price increase has already been 
announced.  Higher prices are due to strong 
demand and scarcity of the raw material, high 
transportation costs (as the material is more and 
more harvested at far reaches of the Northern 
coasts) and last but not least increasing energy 
costs.  
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Since April 1st 2016, EU-guideline 
2015 / 1933 regarding maximum content 
of polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons has 
come into effect. It applies to a variety of 
products, also food supplements.  

 
After intense cooperation with our 

suppliers, we are pleased to inform our customers that we are now able to 
offer Spirulina Platensis qualities that comply with the above mentioned EU-
guideline. Please do not hesitate to contact us for further information.  
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