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Dear Business Friends 
 

Just in time for this yearôs Biofach, the worldôs largest 
exhibition for organic products, we introduced our new 
product line CEROGANIC. Many of our products are 
available in certified organic quality, for instance Guar 
Gum, Chia, Quinoa, Psyllium, Agar Agar and Beeswax. 
These products were now merged to form our  
CEROGANIC product line.  
 
Some of you may object that the natural products 
Roeper sells have always been organic anyway. It is 
correct that many of our products have always been or-
ganic, but they have not been thoroughly certified and 
monitored as stipulated for organic products in todayôs 
regulations. The term ñorganicò calls for various docu-
ments and procedures from monitoring to separate 
customs clearance and warehousing. Roeper has put 
its focus and a lot of effort into this development in or-
der to be able to serve our customers with certified or-
ganic products.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact our product managers 
for more details, samples and a detailed offer! 
  
Best regards  
 
 
 Carsten Gerrens 

* anient low-German form for ĂRoeperósñ
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 An imminent price 
increase had 
already become 
apparent after 
Stefanie van P®eôs 
and Katharina 

Albanoôs visit to 
China last year. 

Since it has now become clear that the 
last crop of December 2016 has had a 
poor yield, the upward price trend has 
continued. On top of this, there already 
is scarcity on the raw material side. We 
absolutely recommend that customers 
should cover their demand in due time. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us for 
an updated offer! 
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The market situation for Agar Agar has 
unfortunately not improved. Prices are still 
very high and there is raw material 
scarcity. The situation for Gracilaria is still 
better than for Gelidium. Although prices 

for Gracilaria are now also increasing, 
there still is sufficient raw material.  
 
Given this difficult situation we are pleased 
to have some goods news at least: Agar 
Agar in certified organic quality is available 
again! We will be pleased to submit a 
corresponding offer.  
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As mentioned in our December Newsletter, there have been 
first indications of coming price increases. These fears are now being confirmed, as 
we note prices are going up. Availability of Carrageenan ist still fine, though. We 
recommend customers should adjust their procurement strategy accordingly, aiming 
to benefit from the currently still somewhat stable supply and price situation.   
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IȅŘǊƻŎƻƭƭƻƛŘǎ 

 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘΥ .ƧǀǊƴ {ǘŀƳŜǊΣ tƘƻƴŜΥ Ҍпф пл то пм лоτноΣ 9ƳŀƛƭΥ ōǎǘŀƳŜǊϪǊƻŜǇŜǊΦŘŜ 

First quantities from the new crop 
are currently being offered on the 
local Sudan auction markets. Prices 
are quite stable, which may be due 
to the fact that international buyers, 
whose warehouses are still well 

stocked with material from last year,  
are withholding new orders.  
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In our last Newsletter we reported on a price increase 
of approx. 20 % compared to 2016. This increase was 
due both to a lower yield of the last crop and to strong 
demand. Right now prices are stable on this higher 
level and there is sufficient raw material available. 
However, it remains to be seen if the raw material 

available will be sufficient to fully cover 2017 demand.  

'5- 42!'!#!.4( 

Demand for Xanthan Gum is very vivid at 
the moment. Especially enzyme-inactive 
material is much in demand. Production 
capacities at the manufacturer are booked 
to full capacity, so longer lead times can 
be the consequence. Customers are well 

advised to schedule their requirements 
accordingly. There is also good news, 
which is that prices are stable despite 
strong demand.  
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IȅŘǊƻŎƻƭƭƻƛŘǎ 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘΥ wƻȅ Řŀ {ƛƭǾŀΣ tƘƻƴŜΥ Ҍпф пл то пм лоτонΣ 9ƳŀƛƭΥ wŘŀǎƛƭǾŀϪǊƻŜǇŜǊΦŘŜ 

Despite the fact that the last crop of Locust Bean Gum had a 
rather poor yield (we reported in our December Newsletter), 
prices for this natural product have 
stabilised again. Only the sector 
for organic Locust Bean Gum is a 
little more difficult with slightly 
increasing prices.  
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Guar Gum 
 

Guar Gum prices are still stable at the mo-
ment and availability is also fine. However 
mineral oil prices are currently clearly going 
up. In the past we had to experience that this 
can be indicator for increasing Guar Gum prices. 

Guar Gum is used as an auxiliary material during 
mineral oil production and the mineral oil industry is able and willing to pay 
much higher prices for this natural product than the food industry. Very of-
ten, Indian suppliers take this as an incentive to increase their prices. We 
will of course keep you updated about further developments on the Guar 
Gum market! 
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IȅŘǊƻŎƻƭƭƻƛŘǎ 

The market for Tara Gum is still a very fortunate one. 
Prices remain on a low level and availability of this 
product is fine. Please do not hesitate to contact us 
for a detailed offer! 
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/ƻƴǘŀŎǘΥ wƻȅ Řŀ {ƛƭǾŀΣ tƘƻƴŜΥ Ҍпф пл то пм лоτонΣ 9ƳŀƛƭΥ wŘŀǎƛƭǾŀϪǊƻŜǇŜǊΦŘŜ 

The situation regarding Pectin has 
been very difficult for a long time. 
Now there is a first trace of silver 
lining on this market. Last year, 
lead times for new Pectin orders 
were as long as 6 months. In the 
meantime, we have worked 
down to 2 to 3 months ñonlyò. 
We hope that this positive 
development will continue. 
Prices, however, are 
unfortunately not expected to 
change. 

0%#4). After prices had been stable for a 
long period of time, we will now have 
to cope with a price increase, which 
is due to scarcity of the raw material. 
We hope that the situation will calm 
down after the next crop, causing 
prices to go down again. However it 
is yet too early to be sure about this. 
Our product manager Roy da Silva 
will be pleased to keep you updated 

in order to plan 
your purchases in 
an optimal way.  
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We are pleased to announce that we can offer food grade Sugar  
Ester manufactured by our Japanese contract supplier ñMitsubishi-
Chemicals Food Corporation.  

 

What is Sugar Ester? 

 

Originally, Sugar Ester is an emulsifier and flour treatment agent consist-
ing of saccharose and edible fatty acids. Standard qualities are manufac-
tured by esterification of  palmitic and stearic acids. Since there is a large 

variety of esterification options and fatty acid chain lengths, the full range of HLB-
values (according to EU-regulation) from 5 to 16 
can be achieved.  
 

Characteristic functions: 
 
¶ Emulsifier (for instance in soups, sauces and 
dressings) 
¶ Promotion or prevention of crystallization (for instance in ice cream) 
¶ Antibacterial effect (for instance in pasteurized milk) 
¶ Complexation with starch (for instance for stark-containing shakes) 
¶ Increases water-binding-capacity (to increase shelf-life) 
¶ Protein protection during freezing and heating process 
 
Advantages: 
 
¶ Emulsifier for both oil-in-water-emulsions and water-in-oil-emulsions 
¶ GMO- and allergen-free 
¶ neutral in taste, odour and colour, non-toxic 
¶ Better heat-stability than lecithin 
 
If you are interested in this product, please do not hesitate to contact us for further de-
tailed information on your particular field of application.  
For customers situated outside Germany we will check availability and revert with con-

tact details for your country.  

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘΥ ¢ŀƴƧŀ aƛŎƪŜǘŜƛǘΣ tƘƻƴŜΥ Ҍпф пл то пм лоτрмΣ 9ƳŀƛƭΥ ǘƳƛŎƪŜǘŜƛǘϪwƻŜǇŜǊΦŘŜ 
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Prices for Beeswax from China with a maximum 
hydrocarbon content of 18 % are very firm at 
the moment. The crop of Chinese beeswax will 
not be available before April / May, so it remains 
to be seen which way prices will go. Right now 
availability of beeswax exceeds market 
demand. There is an increasing number of 

offers for beeswax from Eastern Europe, but the ability to supply sometimes is a 
problem. Prices for Beeswax from Africa have been decreasing recently. Please do 
not hesitate to contact us for a detailed offer for prompt delivery from our current 
stocks.  
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/ƻƴǘŀŎǘΥ LǎŀōŜƭƭŜ tŜǊǊŜǘΣ tƘƻƴŜΥ Ҍпф пл то пм лоτроΣ 9ƳŀƛƭΥ ƛǇŜǊǊŜǘϪǊƻŜǇŜǊΦŘŜ 

 

The situation on the market for Carnauba Wax has not changed 
significantly since our last Newsletter. The market is rather calm 
and hesitant. Contrary to general expectations,  prices have 
remained firm and, according to the information we were able to 
gather, no price decreases can be expected during the next couple of months.  
 
At the moment we are in a position to offer material for prompt delivery. We would 
like to draw our customerôs attention to the fact that we can also supply organic 
Carnauba Wax certified according to EU-regulations. Please do not hesitate to 
contact us for a sample and detailed offer! 
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aŜƴǘƘƻƭ κ /ŀǊƳƛƴŜ 

aŜƴǘƘƻƭ 
 

 The market for menthol is on a high level and also 
highly speculative. Due to the current monetary reform 
with depreciation of money in India, the raw material 
for the production of Menthol, Mint Oil, is practically not 
traded at the moment. Furthermore, China is probably 
in no position to supply raw material before at least 
March to April.  
 
With effect from 01.01.2017, the duty suspension for Menthol has been ended and con-
sequently there is an EU-import duty on Menthol of 5.5 %. Market prices for custom 
cleared Menthol are as high as USD 20,- p/kg already.  

 YƻƴǘŀŎǘΥ /ǸƴŜȅǘ mȊōŀȅΣ tƘƻƴŜΥ Ҍпф пл то пм лоτнсΣ 9ƳŀƛƭΥ 

ŎƻŜȊōŀȅϪwƻŜǇŜǊΦŘŜ 

Carmine 
 

Carmine prices are currently experiencing signifi-
cant price increases and there are also supply 
difficulties. This situation is due to high demand 
for Cochineal in the countries of origin. Strong 
rainfall in Peru, one of the countries of origin, has 

been adding up to the difficult situation, as the next crops had to be delayed 
due to the weather conditions. At the moment, there are no indications that 
the market situation will calm down before April to May 2017. Therefore we 
recommend that customers should cover their short-term demand in due 
time.  

 /ƻƴǘŀŎǘΥ .ŜƴƧŀƳƛƴ bŜǳƳŀƴƴΣ tƘƻƴŜΥ Ҍпф пл то пм лоτфоΣ 

9ƳŀƛƭΥ ōƴŜǳƳŀƴƴϪwƻŜǇŜǊΦŘŜ 


